[bookmark: _GoBack]Essential & Life Sustaining Businesses:  

The Department has issued guidance to the agriculture industry outlining essential businesses for a safe, reliable food supply. The businesses and their functions listed in this guidance clarify essential agricultural businesses for the food supply, which are authorized to remain open. 

Businesses not outlined in our guidance can refer to the life sustaining business list revised by Governor Wolf and redistributed March 20,2020. This list outlines businesses that are considered approved for continued operations and are life sustaining. 

If you have questions about if your business should continue, visit the Department of Community & Economic Development’s COVID-19 Business FAQ’s. Any follow-up questions should be sent to ra-dcedcs@pa.gov. 

Businesses seeking waivers and exemptions to the closure order can use the Department of Community and Economic Development’s Business Exemption Form for assistance, or email ra-dcexemption@pa.gov. 
 
 
Guidance for On-Going Agricultural Businesses & Operations:  

All essential businesses for food supply are encouraged to follow the department’s provided guidance and best practices to reduce risk for exposure to COVID-19. 

· Farms and On-Farm Deliveries  
· Food Processors and Manufacturers  
· Farmers Markets and On-Farm Markets  
· Dairy Guidance  
· Livestock Markets  
· Retail Grocery, Restaurants and Bars 
· Boarding Kennels, Doggie Daycares, and Animal Shelters  
· Procedures for Sanitation and Diagnosed Employees 
 
 
All food handlers should also refer to the FDA Guidance for Food Handlers.  


Guidance for Employers:  

Employers do not have to report COVID-19 positive employees. However, the CDC has provided recommended strategies for employers to best handle sick employees and everyday business routines.   

To reduce the impact of COVID-19 outbreak conditions on businesses, workers, customers, and the public, employers should create a plan. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed this COVID-19 planning guidance based on traditional infection prevention and industrial hygiene practices. 
 
 
Guidance for Workers:  

If workers are in need of resources regarding unemployment compensation or other COVID-19 employment effects, more information can be found through the Department of Labor & Industries.  
 
If workers are in need of food assistance, please visit the Department’s COVID-19 Food Assistance Page. 

 
Guidance for H-2A:  

While a number of U.S. Embassies have suspended operations, there are intentions to continue processing H-2A applicants through emergency status. This status will focus on workers who are re-applying and who are eligible for an interview waiver. 

The emergency changes to the H-2A application may make it difficult to secure the number of workers needed this year.  As a result, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) have identified nearly 20,000 H-2A and H-2B certified positions that have expiring contracts in the coming weeks. There will be workers leaving these positions who could be available to transfer to a different employer’s labor certification.    

For more information, please visit www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a or www.travel.state.gov.  
Any further questions should be directed to aglabor@usda.gov.   
 
 
Business Lending Support:  

· Pennsylvania Industrial Development Authority – Low-interest loans 
· Business One Stop Shop 
· Local Certified Economic Development Organizations 
· Small Business Disaster Loan Assistance  

For a complete list of COVID-19 business resources, please visit the Department of Community & Economic Development webpage.    



Department of Agriculture Updates & Further Questions

For the latest news from the Department of Agriculture, visit our COVID-19 page. 

For weekly happenings, please subscribe to our newsletter. 
 
Additional questions should be directed to Ashley Fehr, ashfehr@pa.gov or Katie McLaughlin, katmclaugh@pa.gov. 

Our staff is working closely with the Department of Community & Economic Development (DCED), but DCED is providing all assistance regarding business exemption waivers. Any questions regarding your waiver status should be directed to DCED, ra-dcexemption@pa.gov. 



