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Beef Short Course Goes Online To Offer Multi-Session Webinar
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An Oct. 20-21 webinar will help beef producers learn about the current market place ramifications on beef cattle economics and allow them to virtually participate in a live cattle evaluation followed by a carcass fabrication and grading demonstration. 


UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa - This October, cattle producers may take advantage of an online Beef Cattle Short Course, normally conducted at State College, to learn about economics and marketing and how to raise calves that excel in the feedyard. Participants will be walked through a virtual live cattle evaluation followed by a guided grading of those same cattle on the rail and a carcass cutting demonstration during the webinar. 
Conducted Oct. 20-21, the two-day online course includes a $25 fee per participant that allows viewers to participate in all sessions from the comfort of their own home or combine. The sessions will run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day with a break for lunch. 
The first day features “Beef Industry Overview and Impacts of Covid-19,” by Dr. Francis Fluharty, Univ. of Georgia; “Managing Cattle Growth in Volatile Markets,” Dr. Alfredo DiCostanzo, Univ. of Minn.; “Direct to Consumer Marketing,” Matt LeRoux, Private Consultant; and “Not all Calves Are Equal: Raising Cattle that Excel in the Feedyard,” Jeff Kafka, Kent Nutrition Group. 
The Oct. 21 agenda includes a virtual cattle evaluation with Ben Williamson, PSU Livestock Judging Coach, who will discuss how he expects the cattle to perform on the rail. This live cattle evaluation will be followed by an explanation of carcass grading by Dr. Jonathan Campbell, Penn State Extension Meat Science Specialist. Later, Dr. Campbell will provide an online demonstration of forequarter and hindquarter fabrication.
The event is hosted by Penn State Extension with support from the PA Beef Producers Working Group. Register online at https://extension.psu.edu/beef-cattle-short-course or contact the customer service team by phone at (877) 345-0691. Event organizers are encouraging entrants to participate in all sessions. Registration deadline is Oct. 19.
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